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SUBJECT: FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR PORTUGAL 

REF: STATE 127729 

1 . EMBASSY DELIVERED NOTE PER REFTEL TO FOREIGN AND FINANCE 
MINISTRIES. DUTCH SAID THAT THEY WOULD ATTEND JUNE 22 BUT WOULD 
BE UNABLE TO MAKE ANY DEFINITE COMMITMENT. ALTHOUGH GON SYMPA- 
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THETIC TO PORTUGUESE SITUATION, FINANCE MINISTRY OFFICIAL SAID 
IT COULD BE DIFFICULT FOR GON TO SEEK AND GET NECESSARY PARLIA- 
MENTARY APPROVAL. HE NOTED THAT SINCE NEW PARLIAMENT HAS NOT 
YET BEEN CONVENED AND CABINET FORMATION (A PROCESS WHICH LASTED 
SIX MONTHS LAST TIME) HAD JUST BEGUN, DUTCH COMMITMENT COULD 
BE DELAYED UNTIL END OF YEAR. FINANCE MINISTRY ALSO NOTED 
THAT DUTCH COULD NOT AFFORD LOANS TO EVERY COUNTRY IN BALANCE 
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OF PAYMENTS TROUBLE, AND INDICATED DUTCH EXPECTED TO BE ASKED 
SOON TO PROVIDE HELP WITH TURKISH FOREIGN EXCHANGE PROBLEMS. 

MCCLOSKEY 
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